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Childers/Childress Family Association, Inc.

Newsletter

Spring Issue 2005
Martha Childress Ferris, Editor

CFA ANNUAL MEETING

October 7-9, 2005

The Embassy Suites Hotel, in Charlotte, NC is the location of our next meeting.  The address is:  4800 South Tryon Streetwww.embassy-charlotte.com, Charlotte, NC 28217.  You can make your reservations at:  1-800-EMBASSY or (704) 527-8400, Fax:  (704) 527-4383, Web:  , and Email:  (cltty_embassy@hilton.com)

This is a great place to stay because of the complimentary full cooked-to-order breakfast, complimentary cocktails for two hours before dinner, free parking, free airport shuttle, and free transportation within a three mile radius of the hotel.  


Two adults can stay in our block of rooms for a rate of only $99.00 per night.  All rooms are suites so you can choose between a King Bed Suite or Two Double Bed Suite.  The master bedroom is furnished with a private vanity, remote control 25” color television, armoire with iron/board, and bedside telephone.  Each spacious suite is complete with all of the amenities needed for a productive and comfortable stay.  These amenities include a sleeper sofa, worktable with four chairs, 25” color television, telephone, data port, wet bar with refrigerator, microwave, coffee maker and hairdryer.  Hotel features include an indoor pool, sauna, whirlpool, exercise room, sundeck and restaurant.  
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With these amenities you could make a real vacation out of this meeting.  Come a couple of days early and stay after to enjoy the sights of Charlotte.  There are events ranging from art exhibits the RENAISSANCE TO ROCOCO: MASTERPIECES FROM THE WADSWORTH ATHENEUM MUSEUM OF ART which is opening on Sept 17, 2005 to Jan 15, 2006 at the Mint Museum of Art, 2730 Randolph Road, Charlotte, NC 28205, (704) 337-2000; to auto racing with the RICHARD PETTY DRIVING EXPERIENCE ON TRACK AT LOWES MOTOR SPEEDWAY, from 3/16/2005 to 12/11/2005 at the Lowes Motor Speedway, (1-800-BE-PETTY).  You will not be bored in Charlotte.  
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NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL

The email list for the newsletter is growing.  We are sending the first newsletter by email this spring.  All members on the list will also get the hard copy in the mail this time.  If the email newsletter comes thru correctly and they are able to print it for their records then we will not send both types in the summer.  This does require a lot of feedback from the recipients so that there are no mistakes.  Everyone deserves to get his/her newsletter promptly and accurately.  Remember to contact the editor, Martha Ferris, at (ferr9330@bellsouth.net) with your email address.  Hope to hear from those of you soon who would like this electronic method
[image: image4.png]RED




 WEDDING BELLS

Congratulations are in order for our former president, B. Miller Childers who remarried on Oct.2, 2004 to Josephine Brooks Ames.  Miller, a widower and Josephine, a widow, have known each other for many years.  Miller says “neither of us was thinking of marriage—so much for our plans!  We are very happy.”

We hope that both will be at the annual meeting in Charlotte.
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Welcome to CFA New Members

B-43  Carol Boston, 19071 West 60th Drive, Golden, CO 80403-2127, (303) 279-6249

C231  Ron & Jan Childress, 5701 Derwent Alley, Sacramento, CA 95835-2181, (916) 565-1711

Lifetime Members


"Just a reminder” For those members who are age 80 or over, who have paid their dues for the past ten years, "Life Membership" is available upon request.   There is no charge for this and the newsletter will continue to be sent. Please notify the Registrar, JoAnn R. Childers, 960 River Road, Woodruff, SC 29388 and a certificate will be sent to you.  Our association appreciates your support.


OBITUARIES
John Andrew Childers, age 81, of Wolcott, IN, formerly of Lowell, IN, passed away on Thursday, December 16, 2004. He is survived by one son, Greg J. Childers of Wolcott; one daughter, Nancy (Kevin) Goodwin of Remington, IN; one daughter-in-law, Chrissy D. Childers of Ramey, IL; six grandchildren; one sister, Margey Monet of AZ; one brother-in-law, Orville Buche of CA; numerous nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his wife, Phyllis and two sons, Matthew Childers and Eugene Truman. Funeral Services will be held on Tuesday, December 21, 2004 at 11:00 AM, at the Sheets Funeral Home, 604 E. Commercial Ave., Lowell, IN, with Pastor Jacqueline Foley officiating. Burial will follow at Lowell Memorial Cemetery, Lowell, IN.  Friends are invited to call on Monday from 4:00-8:00 PM at the funeral home. John was a WWII Army Veteran and recipient of the Purple Heart. He was a lifetime member of the American Legion and VFW. John was a member of the Palestine Christian Church in Wolcott.
Childress, Grace Valeria, "Val" Childress Ethridge, La died on Sunday Feb. 13, 2005. 

Beloved wife of Samuel Ethridge, Mother of Linda Burke, Samuel and Willliam and Barry Ethridge and Amanda Sutton.  Daughter of the late Bessie Dooley and Silas Childress.  Sister of Louella Anderson, Doreather Potwin and Hugh, Tommy and Terry Childress and the late Wilma Brummett and Bill Childress.  A native of Drew Mississippi and resident of Kenner La. for 41 years.  Service Wednesday at Muhleisen and son Kenner, La.  Submitted by James C Childress New Orleans Times, Feb 15, 2005.

CHILDRESS, DEXTER M., Age 68.  Dex peacefully went home to be with our Lord on Monday, April 4 after a courageous three and a half year battle with ALS (Lou Gehrig); he was the best buddy and husband of Linda (DeSalme); father of Cynthia (Mike) Passafiume, Kathy, Andrew and Steven Childress; grandpa to Joey, Kendall and Matthew; special stepdad to Chrissy (Rick) Brewer, Gary (Jo-Ann) Suender and Ron Suender; dear son of the late Paul and Lucille Childress; much admired son-in-law of Arthur DeSalme; loving brother to Nancy (Van) Van Hoeven, Martha Ferris and Judy Deller; beloved brother-in-law, uncle, cousin and friend to many. 
Dex retired after 26 years of faithful service to Chrysler and made many good friends there. Dex chose to be cremated. A special thanks to the staff at Missouri Baptist Medical Center for their loving care, also to Debbie King and all our friends at the ALS-MD Assn. 

Memorial service at the SCHRADER Funeral Home, 14960 Manchester Road at Holloway, Ballwin, Saturday, 7:00 p.m., followed by military honors. If desired, contributions may be made to the ALS Assn. in the hopes that some day a cure will be found for this rare disease. Memorial visitation Saturday 5-7 p.m. Friends may sign the family's on-line guestbook at Schrader.com.  St Louis Post Dispatch, April 7, 2005
Charles Edwin CHILDERS, age 63, 
Arizona/Los Angeles on 1/26/2002 

Unclaimed Persons List—People who have died and no next of kin has been found 

For more information regarding this case please contact Inv. Doyle TOLBERT, Los Angeles Co. Coroner at 323-343-0755, during regular business hours. 

Name: Charles Edwin CHILDERS, Case Number: 2002-00937, Age 63 

Place of Death:  Los Angeles on 1/26/2002

Place of Birth:  Arizona 

Last Known Address:  501 South Los Angeles Street, Los Angeles, CA

Received from, JustGranny@aol.com 
Please notify Anne Ruggiero, 8982 Baytowne Loop, Ft. Myers, FL 33908,email at (ruggierodhsd@earthlink.net) or myself, Martha Ferris, 71 Dorset B, Boca Raton, FL 33434 , email at ferr9330@bellsouth.net  

CFA WEBSITE


The Website (www.childers/childress.com) has changed a little and there are more informative articles on it.  The following is a list of the pages that are on the website that you can read, research information, contact others, or even post your own information:

· Home Page
· Association Information
· Family Events
· Family Information
· Bulletin Board
· Bible Records

· Gedcom Files
· Web Links
· News Letters
· Individual Histories
· Membership
· DNA Project

The Family Information page has some interesting information about the foreign Childers/Childress line such as: court records and church records in Yorkshire, England.  It was fascinating reading for a person with an interest in history and genealogy.  Read this page and see if it connects to your ancestors.   Another area of interest in the Family Information page is the Childers of Early Virginia Henrico to Amherst Records by Year, Prepared by Virginia Hanks, Ellenburg, Washington.  This itemizes the transfer of land by the Childers or Childress names.  See if you can find your ancestor here buying or selling his land.   
Gary Childress is the DNA Project director for Childers-Childress Family Association and if you have any question or wish to take part in the project please contact Gary at his email address:  London2005@charter.net).  There is more about the DNA project later in this newsletter.


DUES

Just a reminder to let all members know they should check their newsletter mailing label for the date.  If you are up to date with your dues then the label will have an ‘05’ or later or an ‘L’ to show that they are either paid or lifetime members for 2005.  If these are not there then you may be deleted from our mailing list.  Please send in your dues if you still show an ‘04’ on your label.  The address to send them to is Julia Childress, P.O. Box 302, Hamburg, MI 48139-0302

OLD SAYINGS
Submitted by Jack Childers


Did you ever wonder where sayings came from?  Here are a few historical tidbits from our special friend who never ceases to amaze us with his depth of knowledge and humor.


In George Washington's days, there were no cameras.  One's image was either sculpted or painted. Some paintings of George Washington showed him standing behind a desk with one arm behind his back while others showed both legs and both arms. Prices charged by painters were not based on how many people were to be painted, but by how many limbs were to be painted. Arms and legs are "limbs," therefore painting them would cost the buyer more. Hence the expression, "Okay, but it'll cost you an arm and a leg.." 
*********************************************************************************


As incredible as it sounds, men and women took baths only twice a year (May and October)!  Women kept their hair covered, while men shaved their heads (because of lice and bugs) and wore wigs.  Wealthy men could afford good wigs made from wool.  They couldn't wash the wigs, so to clean them they would carve out a loaf of bread, put the wig in the shell, and bake it for 30 minutes.  The heat would make the wig big and fluffy, hence the term "big wig."  Today we often use the term "here comes the Big Wig" because someone appears to be or is powerful and wealthy. 
*********************************************************************************

In the late 1700s, many houses consisted of a large room with only one chair.  Commonly, a long wide board folded down from the wall, and was used for dining. The "head of the household" always sat in the chair while everyone else ate sitting on the floor. Occasionally a guest, who was usually a man, would be invited to sit in this chair during a meal.  To sit in the chair meant you were important and in charge.  They called the one sitting in the chair the "chair man."  Today in business, we use the expression or title "Chairman" or "Chairman of the Board." 
*********************************************************************************

Personal hygiene left much room for improvement.  As a result, many women and men had developed acne scars by adulthood.  The women would spread bee's wax over their facial skin to smooth out their complexions.  When they were speaking to each other, if a woman began to stare at another woman's face she was told, "mind your own bee's wax." Should the woman smile, the wax would crack, hence the term "crack a smile."  In addition, when they sat too close to the fire, the wax would melt . . . therefore, the expression "losing face." 
*********************************************************************************

Ladies wore corsets, which would lace up in the front.  A proper and dignified woman as in "straight laced" . . . wore a tightly tied lace.
*********************************************************************************

Common entertainment included playing cards.  However, there was a tax levied when purchasing playing cards but only applicable to the "Ace of Spades."  To avoid paying the tax, people would purchase 51 cards instead.  Yet, since most games require 52 cards, these people were thought to be stupid or dumb because they weren't "playing with a full deck." 
*********************************************************************************

Early politicians required feedback from the public to determine what the people considered important. Since there were no telephones, TV's or radios, the politicians sent their assistants to local taverns, pubs, and bars.  They were told to "go sip some ale" and listen to people's conversations and political concerns.  Many assistants were dispatched at different times.  "You go sip here" and "You go sip there."  The two words "go sip" were eventually combined when referring to the local opinion and, thus we have the term "gossip." 
*********************************************************************************

At local taverns, pubs, and bars, people drank from pint and quart-sized containers.  A bar maid's job was to keep an eye on the customers and keep the drinks coming.  She had to pay close attention and remember who was drinking in "pints" and who was drinking in "quarts," hence the term "minding your "P's and Q's." 
*********************************************************************************

One more: bet you didn't know this!  In the heyday of sailing ships, all war ships and many freighters carried iron cannons.  Those cannons fired round iron cannon balls. It was necessary to keep a good supply near the cannon. However, how to prevent them from rolling about the deck?  The best storage method devised was a square-based pyramid with one ball on top, resting on four resting on nine, which rested on sixteen.  Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be stacked in a small area right next to the cannon.  There was only one problem...how to prevent the bottom layer from sliding or rolling from under the others. The solution was a metal plate called a "Monkey" with 16 round indentations.  However, if this plate were made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it.  The solution to the rusting problem was to make "Brass Monkeys."  Few landlubbers realize that brass contracts much more and much faster than iron when chilled.  Consequently, when the temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much that the iron cannonballs would come right off the monkey.  Thus, it was quite literally, "Cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey." (All this time, you thought that was an improper expression, didn't you.) 
*********************************************************************************
CFA 2005 ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA

(Tentative Schedule)
Friday: October 7, 2005


10 AM—6 PM
 Registration: 


10 AM—9 PM
Meeting room open and research material available.

Saturday:  October 8, 2005


  9:00 AM
Meeting room open.


10:30 AM
Association Annual Business meeting


11:30 AM
Annual Group Photo 


12:00 PM
Association Luncheon 

This is the tentative schedule from our President, Robert Childers and the Annual Meeting Coordinator, JoAnn Childers.  We will be meeting in the lobby on Thursday evening.  Get your reservations in as soon as possible.  

“IN THE MAILBOX”
From:  Donald Newcomb, 121 Alverado Dr. Long Beach, MS 39560; DRNewcomb@attglobal. net

Subject: Childerston:  
I was web surfing and noticed the comment from Julia Childress regarding the surname CHILDERSTON.  This is my paternal grandmother's family name.  I have conducted an extensive single-name study of this surname in the USA and may have the most complete collection of information on CHILDERSTON, CHILDERSTONE, CHILDERSON and CHILLISON in the US.  Unfortunately, it is one of those names that seems to be almost impossible for those outside the family to either pronounce or spell correctly.  Thus you will find families in Kentucky who spelled their name CHILDERSTON but were called CHILLISON by others.  It is possible that some members of this family just stopped fighting nature and became CHILDERS.  


The name CHILDERSTON is related to CHILDERS in that they are both from the Anglo-Saxon for the younger offspring (children) vs the oldest child (heir).  CHILDERSTON literally means "the land (place) of the younger children."  CHILDERSTONE is a British spelling of the name, seldom found in the US after 1800. CHILLISON is a phonetic spelling of a southern US mispronunciation of the name and CHILDERSON came about when one of my great-great uncles decided that CHILDERSTON sounded "too English."  If any of your members should find any of these surnames in their family tree, they may feel free to contact me.  

From: Indiana Jack Childers (injack1@aol.com) wants everyone to know about this link that will take you to the Lowell Indiana Public library site which has several Childers/ Childress photo's of various types. Jack says that “all of the Childers are my kin”.  Look at the pictures and see if you have any kin there.  http://www.lowellpl.lib.in.us/photopeo.htm
From: Gail Seals (mailto:GSEALS@triad.rr.com)
Subject:  brother missing.  I'm looking for a man named "Willie Childress" raised by Flora or Fannie Childress.  His brother was adopted by a Brooks family in Surry County, NC and would love to reunite with his brother if possible.  Any help would be greatly appreciated.

From: Daniel Lamb (dlamb@unm.edu)

Subject:  1811 Giles County, Tennessee.  I am looking for any information about Isaac Lamb, Jesse Lamb, and John Lamb.  They were signatures who requested the establishment of a town.  
1811. Giles County, Tennessee

Petition to:  The General Assembly of Tennessee 

31 Jan 1812  
Petition of citizens of Giles County to change locations of a proposed “trading town.”  
In 1811 an Act was passed granting the establishment of a town on the lands of William PRICE, near the confluence of Richland Creek and Elk River.  Due to the sudden death of the father of the petitioner (William PRICE), who died intestate, the plan cannot be carried out; only two or three of the nine legal heirs live in Tennessee.  In addition, the original site was marshy and sometimes under water; therefore, the petitioners ask that a town may be established on lands of Justin KEARNEY and John CHILDRESS on Elk River where the Main Post Road from Pulaski to Huntsville crosses Elk River at Manefees Ford, about four miles above Richland Creek; plats are included.  

Subscribers were: Isaac Lamb, Jesse Lamb, and John Lamb 16 Sep 1812 

I am a descendent of Jesse Lamb.  Husband of Sarah Polly Benson.

From: Dee (REGIDEE@att.net)tt.net] 

I am also a Childers relative and have been having trouble finding info because of the records being lost, burned or whatever in South Carolina.  I have been transferred to Mississippi and can no longer get to the library in South Carolina to do my research as I used to.  I need to find someone who is related to my line as follows:  

1. John A(?) Childress son of Richard Alexander Childress and Martha Woods (md to Rodah ?) 

2. John H (?) Childress  son of John A (?) Childress and Rodah  (Md to Ardelia Nancy/Delia Satterfield)
3. John Holland/Hollin son of John H(?) Childers and Delia (md to Sarah Rebecca Manley/Manly)
4. Then came my great grandfather Pinkney Franklin Childers son of John and Sarah 1st md to Bessie Irene Ragsdale my great grandmother, 2nd md to Edna Baker.  

I have some other info but not sure if correct and need to be able to collect info for records.  Any help would be appreciated.  Thanks for your time and help, Dee from MS

From:  Marie Vayer [mvayer@comcast.net]
Subject: {not a subscriber} James Nelson Childress.  Hello Childress cousins, am seeking info on the following family, anyone out there that might know of them?  

James Nelson Childress m: Milly A. Attkinson in Goochland County, VA, 1809.

Children:  Preston S., Layamus Archibald, Harsettus Huston, Mildred, Malvina, Martha, and Edwin Thomas (our line). I would appreciate any info or leads.

Gary Childress (london2005@charter.net)  
Subject: salient points of the Childress-Childers DNA project, September 11, 2004.
37 people have completed their Y-chromosome test.  2 new people have tests pending. 

There is a current promotion by the Childress-Childers DNA Project, offering FREE 12 marker DNA tests to any Childress-Childers family living in St. Louis, MO. (more below)

The following is how I would summarize the salient points of the Childress-Childers DNA project.  There are 11 Unrelated-by-DNA Childress-Childers families.

Of the 37 completed tests, 24 persons belong to one DNA related family, labeled as “Viking” Childress-Childers.  This “Viking” DNA group is largest in number perhaps because they were the first to migrate to North America circa 1650 and their numbers expanded faster in bountiful America than did other lineages in the impoverished British Isles.  The “Viking” label was chosen by the project managers (Gary and Mark) to emphasize the fact that this DNA pool is not indigenous to Britain.  This Viking Childress-Childers DNA is mostly found in Continental Northern Europe and is likely to be part of the Continental Northern European invasion of Britain by either Norse or Danish Vikings or by Germanic Saxons. This DNA pool is called Haplogroup letter “I”.  Prior to migrating to Northern Europe and during the height of the last ice age 10,000 years ago, this DNA haplogroup lived in and around Turkey.  After the last ice age this haplogroup migrated from the Eastern Mediterranean into Continental Northern Europe, principally Germany and Scandinavia.  Subsequent invasions of Britain brought limited amounts of this DNA to
the British Isles.  But this DNA is a foreign intrusion into “Celtic” DNA already in Britain.  When surnames were acquired perhaps 800 years ago, the Childress-Childers British  surname was adopted by one or more  families in this haplogroup that was then living in the British Isles.  

There is a case to be made that this Viking group can be subdivided into an Abraham lineage (born circa 1630) and a Philemon lineage (born circa 1630) because of a mutation at DNA site “CDY-b”. Abraham descendants appear to have a value of “38” at CDY-b and   Philemon descendants appear to have a value of “37” at CDY-b.  Of the 24 persons included in the Viking DNA group, 16 spell their name a "Childress". Of the 8 testing “Childers” in the Viking group, 4 “Childers” appear to link to the Philemon lineage (born circa 1630), one "Childers" appears to link to Abraham and 3 yet to be determined.  All genealogical paper research is done by the testing parties and its accuracy has not been verified.  
 
DNA site CDY-b can be examined on Family Tree DNA's 37 marker Y-chromosome test. Mark and Gary, Project Managers, would like to see the following “Viking” group people, who took the 25 marker test, upgrade to the 37 maker test so that they could be classified as descendants of Abraham (b. 1630) or Philemon (b. 1630):   Bradd M. Childress, Steve Childress, Bruce C. Childress, Indiana Jack Childers, Robert E Childers, Larry Wayne Childress, Maurice A. Childears.   Of the 10 remaining DNA Childress families not related to the above Viking group and not related to each other, the Sarah Childress Polk related families seems the next group most capable of combining DNA with paper researched records to better understand their lineage.  This lineage appears to be a “Celtic” DNA Haplogroup called “R1b” indigenous to the British Isles.  This DNA Haplogroup survived the last ice age by living in the Western Mediterranean around Spain. The Sarah Childress
Polk related families left evidence of immigrating to North America in 1745, nearly 100 hundred years after the Viking Childress-Childers family. Some living descendants of this Sarah Childress Polk related lineage were identified as living in St. Louis MO about 40 years ago.  Mark Childress is offering FREE DNA tests (12 markers) to any Childress-Childers family whose family lived in St. Louis, MO circa 1960. The DNA Project would appreciate anybody who can identify a contact address for any modern Childress-Childers families currently living in St. Louis, MO today.   

Lastly, there is one Haplogroup of  “Jewish” DNA called Haplogroup “J2”.  There are two unrelated Childress-Childers families that have this "J2" DNA.  The Roman occupation of Britain brought this “J2” DNA Haplogroup to the British Isles as Roman slaves.  
Gary Childress (london2005@charter.net)
I wanted to re-post and update a message from 5 years ago.

Update:  To date, I have been unsuccessful at verifying any information about Yorkshire, UK Childers or Childress documents such as those that claim a marriage to Ann Ramsden and a lineage in Yorkshire of a Hugh Childers/Childress.  

Those archives in the UK which ought to have such records, so far have not found the material and I am confident that at least some of the citations for material posted on the Internet on Yorkshire Childers/Childress are spurious or inadequately cited.... I think on purpose. The often quoted Soundsby or Saundsby Manor to which UK Childers/Childress are supposed to have some connection never existed according to UK archivists who record the existence of manor homes.  I have never encountered anyone who has the original material nor who can quote me the sources of Yorkshire UK material that then withstands inspection (when you try to find the citations, you can't, the citations are inadequate, incomplete and an untraceable, dead end...a wild goose chase) nor has anyone produced a hard photocopy of any UK Yorkshire records even though those supposed Yorkshire records are often quoted on the internet.  
The Yorkshire archives DO show an Ann Ramsden, but I have found no marriage record to a Childers or Childress to an Ann Ramsden in the Ramsden Estate private papers.   Ann Ramsden was widowed ca 1640's from Sir Ramsden in Yorkshire but there is no re-marriage record to a Childers/Childress. 


It is my belief that early in the 20th Century, Childers genealogy was the brunt of a fraudulent researcher who faked his research on a grand scale, quoting documents that do not exist and that this 
bogus genealogy now has a life of its own getting re-posted on the internet at intervals. 

If anyone ever finds photocopies of original Yorkshire Childress-Childers documents please let me know. I have indexes of British records on CD discs and those extant records in Yorkshire are scant pickings. 

Below is an e-mail I received regarding Ann Ramsden from the Yorkshire Archivist.  West Yorkshire Archive Service, Kirklees District Archives, Central Library, Princess Alexandra Walk, Huddersfield HD1 2SU.  Tel: 01484 221966, Fax: 01484 518361 Web: http://www.archives.wyjs.org.uk
”Dear Mr. Childress,

I reply to your email of 3rd November 1999, a copy of which has just been passed to me by Huddersfield Local Studies Library.   We hold the estate collection of the Ramsden family here in Kirklees District Archives.  It includes deeds, estate surveys and rentals, correspondence, and other papers, mainly relating to the Ramsden family's lands in Huddersfield and Almondbury.  There are few personal records of the members of the Ramsden family themselves, and little about lands they held elsewhere in the country.  

I have checked the collection and the only information I can find which might be of interest to you is that Sir John Ramsden married Anne, daughter of Lawrence Overton, in 1634.  She was his second wife, and they do not seem to have had any surviving children.  She had already been married twice before herself, firstly to George Chamberlayne, and secondly to John Poole. In 1642 Sir John Ramsden bought the manor of Saddleworth to add to his other estates.  During the Civil War he fought on the side of King Charles I, and he died during the siege of Newark Castle in 1646.   


His wife survived him but nothing is said in these records as to her marrying again.  She was still alive and referred to as Lady Anne Ramsden in 1648.  Sir John's estates were inherited by his son of his first marriage, William Ramsden.  In 1654 William Ramsden sold the manor of Saddleworth to William Farrer of Ewood.  I hope this information is of use to you.
Yours truly, Elizabeth Briggs, Archivist”

JOHN CHILDRESS, (1759-1849), md. ELIZABETH LINDSAY
Mark Childress & Gary Childress.  Rights reserved (c) 2005.
Series 1,  No 1.
INTRODUCTION

On 2 Mar 2005, Childress-L@Rootsweb began a series of monographs on John Childress (1759-1849, “md. Elizabeth Lindsay”) of Knox Co., Tennessee, primarily directed to his descendants.  Martha Ferris, editor of the Childress Newsletter, kindly invited us to republish the article with limited revisions. The following is the first monograph in that series.

* * * * *

PREFACE

The Listowners [of Childress-L@Rootsweb.com] intend to post throughout this year (time permitting) a series of essays and transcripts pertaining to John Childress (1759-1849, “md. Elizabeth Lindsay”) of Knox Co., Tennessee.  He was born in colonial Albemarle County, Virginia and became the patriarch of the principal Childress clan of 19th Century Knox County, Tennessee.

Because this series will reflect original research and analyses, incorporating the latest relevant “Childress-Childers DNA” test results, it will necessarily differ from previous genealogical conclusions found on the internet and elsewhere.  

Endnotes and discussions are reserved to a draft manuscript.  Identifiers (e.g., John Childress “md. Powell” or John Childress “on Mullenax Creek”) have been adopted for purposes of clarification across the series;  transcripts will retain original spelling, punctuation and grammar;  the surname “Childress” will be broadly used except where a particular individual’s spelling of his surname can be reasonably deduced or found in his “own hand.”

- - - - - - - - - -

JOHN CHILDRESS (1759-1849), md. ELIZABETH LINDSAY

Mark Childress & Gary Childress.  Rights reserved (c) 2005.

Series 1 No 1 (2 Mar 2005, Childress-L@Rootsweb.com).

John Childress, Jr. (hereinafter John Childress “md. Elizabeth Lindsay") was born 2 Dec 1759, in colonial Albemarle Co., Virginia.  [Pension Application of John Childress (dated 19 Jan 1833), Pension # S-2424, Microform M804, R535, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C. 20408]   He was likely born on his grandfather's 200 acre tobacco plantation along the north bank of the James River at Rockhouse Creek (6/10ths of a mile east of present-day Howardsville, Virginia).  [discussed infra]

John Childress's (“md. Lindsay") great-grandfather, grandfather, granduncle, father, Sarah (nee Childress) Polk’s great-grandfather, and their respective families arrived together in Virginia in early 1745 (but no later than 24 Mar 1745 when land patents for two of them were surveyed).  The only ship of record to have made a winter Atlantic crossing arriving in Virginia during that timeframe was the “Jenny,” which weighed anchor at Glennock, Scotland in November 1744.  Assuming a standard 6-week Atlantic crossing plus several days in Wales for additional cargo, the “Jenny’s” arrival in Virginia would have occurred between 1 Jan 1745 and 21 Jan 1745 (or, c.10 Jan 1745 +/- a week).  The typical Glasgow tobacco ships of that period were 3-masted barks, c.98 feet long, with square hull, wide stern, no figureheads, staysails between the masts and a spritsail beneath the bowsprit.

DNA test results of lineal male descendants of the known Childress families making that 1745 crossing have thus far revealed them to belong exclusively to DNA Haplogroup subgroup “R1b” (aka “Celtic”).  By contrast, the DNA results of lineal male descendants representing the Childress/Childers families of pre-1745 Virginia have thus far revealed them to belong to DNA Haplogroup [letter] “I” (aka “Viking”).  In other words, the Childresses who arrived in 1745 were genetically unrelated to the Childress/Childers of pre-1745 Virginia;  sharing no common male ancestor.

The 19th Century descendants of John Childress (“md. Lindsay"), who was raised in a household with three of the participants in that 1745 crossing (viz., John Childress "Patriarch,” John Childress “md. Powell," and the mother of John Childress “md. Powell,”identified infra), were adamant that the Childress families on that 1745 voyage were “Scottish, not Irish, not Scots-Irish.”  Consequently, the authors have hereinafter assigned them the moniker of “Scottish” Childresses.  Among their descendants, the 1745 voyage was recalled on the tombstone of one of the emigrants’ grandsons (viz., Joel Childress {"md. Elizabeth Whitsett"}, father of Sarah Childress Polk) [attested by two eyewitnesses who left 3 separate corroborating accounts describing the gravemarker’s inscription(s)], and in collateral lineages inter alia by a 19th Century obituary, land surveys and patents undertaken upon arrival, and two surviving oral histories.

- - - - -

The parents of John Childress (“md. Lindsay") were John Childress, Sr. (hereinafter John Childress “md. Marjory Powell") and wife Marjory (nee Powell) of Amherst Co., Virginia.  John Childress (“md. Powell") was a shoemaker, and latterly a "patroller" (constable) and tavern keeper in the “Scuffletown” district, Knoxville, Knox Co., Tennessee.  He would have been born overseas circa 1740, resided in mid-to-late 18th Century Albemarle and Amherst counties, Virginia (1745-c.1786), and died in Knox Co., Tennessee after 1804 (when he signed a deed disposing of Amherst property inherited from his father-in-law).

Marjory (nee Powell) Childress was a 1st cousin by marriage to her husband John Childress, Sr. (“md. Powell").  Marjory's father (militia Captain Thomas Powell, Sr.) was an uncle to Edmund Powell of Amherst Co., Virginia.  Edmund Powell's wife was Lucy Jopling whose sister Ann Jopling was married to Benjamin Childress, Sr. ("md. Ann Jopling"), the younger brother of Marjory's husband John Childress (“md. Powell").  Both the Powells and Joplings were of Welsh descent.  Notably, the “Scottish Childresses” sailed to Virginia in 1745 from a Welsh port.  John Childress’s (“md. Powell”) other brother was Joseph Childress (“md. Mary Goolsby”) of Amherst Co., Virginia and latterly of Kanawha Co., West Virginia.  Mary (nee Goolsby) Childress was the daughter of James Goolsby of Amherst Co., Virginia (son of Stephen Goolsby, an adjacent neighbor of Joseph & Mary Childress in Amherst Co., Virginia).  Mary (nee Goolsby) Childress was misidentified in the 20th Century as Mary Faris, daughter of Robert Faris of Henrico Co., Virginia.

Marjory (nee Powell) Childress’s father (Thomas Powell, Sr.) was an adjacent neighbor of Solomon Carter (“md. Mary - - -”) of Amherst Co., Virginia.  Solomon Carter's grand-daughter Kissiah Carter married on or about 4 Jan 1812 (marriage bond), in Amherst Co., Virginia to Marjory Childress's widowed 32 year old grandson Robert Childress (hereinafter "Robert Childress md. Polly Lucas & Kessiah Carter"), the eldest son of John Childress (“md. Lindsay").

Kissiah (nee Carter) Childress’s lineage was this, viz,

[1]  Maj. Thomas Carter “Ye Ancient Planter,” father of:

[2]  Capt. Thomas Carter, Sr. (“md. Katherine Dale”);  father of:

[3]  Capt. Thomas Carter, Jr. (“md. Arabella Williamson”); father of:

[4]  Peter Carter (“md. Judith Norris”);  father of:

[5]  Solomon Carter (“md. Mary  - - -“);  father of:

[6]  Peter Carter (“md. Elizabeth Sandidge”);  father of:

[7]  Kissiah (nee Carter) Childress (2nd wife of Robert Childress, the eldest son of John Childress “md. Lindsay”).

Kissiah (nee Carter) Childress's 3rd great grandfather, Capt. Thomas Carter, Sr. (hereinafter “Thomas Carter md. Katherine Dale”), was an uncle of Robert "King" Carter, Virginia's wealthiest citizen and tobacco planter.  Robert "King" Carter's descendants include three signers of the Declaration of Independence (Carter Braxton, Thomas Nelson, Jr. and Benjamin Harrison), two U.S. Presidents (William Henry Harrison and Benjamin Harrison), Gen. Robert E. Lee, a Supreme Court Justice, and eight governors of Virginia.

In addition, Robert Childress (“md. Lucas & Carter”) and wife Kissiah's grandson John Wesley Childress ("md. Sarah McAdoo Whaley") was a 1st cousin to Eleanor Wilson, daughter of 28th U.S. President Woodrow Wilson.  Eleanor Wilson married to William Gibbs McAdoo, Jr. (U.S. Treasury Secretary during World War 1, U.S. Senator from California 1933-1938, Federal Reserve Board Chairman, and unsuccessful candidate for U.S. President in 1918 and 1924).  The groom's father, William Gibbs McAdoo, Sr., was the maternal uncle of Sarah McAdoo (nee Whaley) Childress (wife of John Wesley Childress “md. Whaley”).

 - - - - -

The paternal grandfather of John Childress (“md. Lindsay") was Joseph Childress, Sr. (hereinafter "Joseph Childress on Rockhouse Creek, Albemarle Co., Va.") who died in Albemarle Co., Va. in 1763 [age c.43].

- - - - -

The paternal great-grandfather of John Childress (“md. Lindsay") was John Childress, Sr. (hereinafter "John Childress, Sr. the Patriarch"), a shoemaker, born circa 1700 [perhaps western Scotland or Wales] and dying after 1775, likely at the home of grandson John Childress “md. Powell.”  John Childress, Sr. (“Patriarch") would have been the great-grandson of George Childress, Sr. ("Edinburgh Burgess"), “sadiler” (sic) [saddle-maker], a Burgess of Edinburgh, Scotland in the mid-17th Century” and an officer in the Hammerman's Guild of Edinburgh (the preeminent guild of goldsmiths, silversmiths, and metal-wrights).

- - - - -

According to the 19th Century oral histories of the Knox Co., Tennessee Childresses, the paternal great-great-grandparents of John Childress (“md. Lindsay”) were not on the 1745 voyage to Virginia.

John Childress’s (“md. Lindsay”) lineage was this, viz:

[1]  John Childress (“the Patriarch”), “emigrant” (age c.45 on the “1745 crossing”); father of:

[2]  Joseph Childress (on “Rockhouse Creek”),  “emigrant” and Virginia planter (age c.25 on the “1745 crossing”);  father of:

[3]  John Childress (“md. Marjory Powell”), shoemaker and “emigrant” (age c.5 on the “1745 crossing”);  father of:

[4]  John Childress (“md. Elizabeth Lindsay”), farmer and Revolutionary War militiaman. 

- - - - -

The siblings of John Childress (“md. Lindsay") were younger brother William Childress (hereinafter “the Silent,” for the paucity of records appertaining), a [prb] shoemaker in Knoxville, Knox Co., Tenn., latterly of Anderson Co., then Campbell Co., Tenn. and sister Mary Easton, of the "Scuffletown" district of Knoxville, Knox Co., Tenn.  That these were his only siblings is consistent with the 1783 and 1785 censuses of Amherst Co., Virginia and 19th Century oral histories within the family.

- - - - -

It has been oft speculated that Mitchell Childress, a Revolutionary War militiaman who was born 23 Oct 1750, in Henrico Co., Virginia (hereinafter "Mitchell Childress md. (1) Hannah Webb, (2) Rachel Hendrix"), was a brother to John Childress, Jr. (“md. Lindsay").  This conclusion appears to have partly arisen from the observation that both men were born 9 years apart, lived in Amherst County, Virginia in their youth, lived in Wilkes County, North Carolina after the American Revolutionary War, and then migrated to Knox Co., Tennessee where they lived out their lives 3 miles apart amid expanding families.  

But recent DNA testing of descendants of both John Childress (“md. Lindsay") and Mitchell Childress (“md. Webb & Hendrix") has conclusively proved that these two men were not brothers.  [See “Childress-Childers DNA Project 2004,” cf. # 8288 (Joseph Howard Childress) with # 13294 (James Ronald Childress)].  Their respective families were genetically unrelated, sharing no common male ancestor.  Results from the “Childress-Childers DNA Project” reveal that John Childress (“md. Lindsay”) was genetically a “Celtic” Childress whereas Mitchell Childress (“md. Webb & Hendrix”) was genetically a “Viking” Childress.

Mitchell Childress’s (“md. Webb & Hendrix") lineage is provisionally this, viz,

[1] Abraham Childress (“the emigrant”) (b.c. 1630, d.c. 1680) of Curles, at lower side of Morgan’s Landing, Henrico Co., Virginia;  father of:

[2] Abraham Childress (“md. Anne  - - -”) (b. 1655, d. Sep 1698) of Four Mile Cr., Henrico Co., Va.;  father of:

[3] Abraham Childress (“md. - - - Pew,” dau. of Henry Pew) (b.c. 1672, d. - - -) of Four Mile Cr., Henrico Co., Va.;  father of:

[4] Abraham Childress (“md. - - -”) (b.c. 1690, d.c. 1763) of Miery Br., Henrico Co., Va., latterly of Ufnam Creek, Henrico Co., Va.;  father of: 

[5] Frederick Childress (“md. Ann - - - ”) (b.c. 1710, d. 1784) of Henrico Co., Va.;  father of:

[6] Abraham Childress (“md. Frances - - - ”) (b.c. 1730 @ Henrico Co., Va., d.c. - - -) of Mullenax Creek, Albemarle Co., Va., latterly of Harris Creek, Amherst Co., Va.;  father of:

[7] Mitchell Childress (“md. Webb & Hendrix") (b. 23 Oct 1750 @ Henrico Co., Va., d. 1844 @ Knox Co., Tenn.), farmer and Revolutionary War militiaman.

* * * to be continued * * *
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